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Bite is plainly appears that the ſgibert of the moſt Flouriſhing Common-wealch | 
of the Komans deſtroyed. all P operty, and its awn Government tarned to Level=: 7 
ling, Diſcord and Confuſibn, till it broughe in the Government it moſt hated. - 


/ith a Reaſon or two added why, all Great and Free Commantrealths will be ſub. 
-jeQt to, the lame. x 
E095} 230, Written by Roger Truſty. 


'oall my. Country Mey whoſe only Love of their Nation, in- 
clines them to a Commonwealth; I would but ſhew all Pow- 

"ers equally frail, Fin] 

GENTLEMEN, 20. Fug. 16Go/ 


| | Ws 
"Had no Deſign.to cry down Liberty, nor diſparage ( ommon-wealths. T love no coer- 
[ cive tower in C burch or State, more than is neceſſary for preſerwation..of the publick 
race, but [ preſume you would not incline your Nation in Blgd and R apine on 8 miſtake ; 
ſpecially when the Major part of our own three KingWoms are like to differ from you, and 
v3 hundred thouſand French in Arms, are neglefting their other advantages on Chriſten- 
2 e, to incorporate themſelves in your Common wealth, by yoar own Fire-ſides with your, 
/ives and Daughters when you Rebel, I ſuppoſe thoſe Fealouhes will be more inſupporta= 
ſe to you thin your preſent ones wben yau have Read here tht you may find in Florus; . # 
" not, | muſt conclude you are more iiitlined to bring in Popery hos Feuld wiſh you, for f 
mr ſuppoſed uncrring Government. TY | | | 
[- wonld bave many Readers , and therefore hawe contracted a SubjeH fit for @ 
"ellume t04 twr:peny Pamphlet, which can be but balf an hourg trouble to any man, if 
ry endeavours do you and my Contry a kindneſs, I bawe the only End aimed at, by 
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in their Infancy, moſt of them 
on, Virtue, Arts and Arms ©: 
a Man naturally Wicked, bug _*: 
TL mult maintain fuch ©: 
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' would have it) for Alexander the great, did almoſt the fame in ten years. 
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it was hardly maintained againſt their Neighbours the Latins, and 

Declan f agen! »g King > (ITE in, (xhoughghey could find nothing Love- 
in him,Y*dexauſe they did nc eſjgent for depoling Hh 

” Bur th Romans Tine th nineChapthe firſt Book of digfubwit #0 the Model and Perſons of 

Brutus and Colla-tine the Husband of Lacreria) whom they firſt obeyed as Conſuls or Annual Kings : but the People 


removed Collatine (becauſe aliened to Tarquin) and chole Yalorine Publicata in his place, 1 whoſe 


Conſulſhip it 
was ordained , that #Hould be A ro ces of the Copſpls ta-cthe People, which made the 
Government = Comnon A «oy and tis eemod alan Foundgtion of Lbere b their continual 

at 


Wars with their Neighbours kept them onger than ſo great a Chmmon-wealth coul ife have been ; 

for the Grecian and Italian Conmon-wezlths —_ ſmalnels. Yenice is an Axiſtocracy, or Tyranny of 

the Nobility, and the States of Hollandate fo little accountable to their People, and ſo great Taxers even of Tra- 

lary.occaho | , may'be called ſo tgp. But to come to the firſtr Buds of diſorders, 

Ti DMGEL $O Was, the Cortniials * Flares bis fiſt Book 2nd two 

re urge | ho preſides pn Lbery, ogngd their Prob; Feſt, fr 

diſappointing them of a iſed, and another time when they might have vanquifhed the Enemy 

under their General Apins Claudixe they to 4,8 | | : 

And in the ſame Chapt is mentioned; that one /'{cron outing animated the Frome 2gaivſt their Conſul, they 

all refuſed to be involved for Souldiers, and broke the Rods before the Conſal, as well as his Commands, . 


this Chapter farther ſays,that grew ſo hardy as to ſend .int&F” Banjſtuvent che moſt excellent of the nobi 
whom t hx hangs pad a vabridled deſires, and Coriol/apns wonld have obliged them to rili che Earth, 
for which they baniſhed him: but he was able to beliege Rome for this, and' had Rujn'd their Government, had 
not Interceſſion prevailed. | | ' = 7 

Camillius was alſo baniſhed by them, becauſe they pretended that he had not made an'equal partition of the ſpoils 
cf the Feens, Conquered by him berween the Army and People. 

Though this gallant and hdneſt man, Armed afterward at their interceſſion againſt the G4, polleſt at Remy 
and fay'd them from Ruine by heating them out, and then without Revenge lived and died. peaceably a1 
them. And -this pregnant Chapter tells us of two vehement Conteſts between the Senate People which Paſt 
the Bounds of Reaſon aud Equity, for the Sedition was ſo great, that the People abandoned thei Houſes and 


- tiireatned to make a Defartof the Town, and bury it in its Raines. 


The three and tweatieth Chaptcr, firſt Book, mentions a Civil diſcord, but on a more Juſt occaſion againſt 
Uſurers, which was: kd by an Ion. | | 2 Ii PE: 
Chapter and firſt Book, tells us ofan other Sedition, cauſed by the Uſurpation of the 


The tour aud twentieth C! 
Decemury, chief Citizens, Commanded by the people to contratt rhe Greek, Laws into twelve Tables, but theſe Fa- 
vorites of the people were ſo inſolenc, when they had executed their Commiſſion, to continue their Ae_ 


ſo far to Tyranniſe ; that Appins one df their n attempted to Raviſha noble Maid, 
tence to pals againſt her, and cauſed her to be draged as a Slave, till her Father /irginixs tore her ir9 
her in the Street, and than found a party ſtrong enough; to ſubdue and impriſon that inſolent Magiſtr ate. 

The twentieth fifth Chapter, ſirſt Book, mehitions a Sedition of the people, about Marriage into the Familysof 
Senators, and Cammilus tribune of the people was the Author of that Tumulr. 

The twenty ſixth Chapter, firſt Book mentions another Conutiotion about admittance to Dignities cqualfy 
with the Nobles, which they extarted from the Senate. | x \8 

They at Caſſunt to be Mordered on a bare _—_ of affeCting Royalty. : 

They alfo jed Metizs on the ſame diſtruſt meerly tor being liberal to, themſalves. 

And for Manlins who had defended the C for them the Gawles : they for a pngiſhment of his Pride 
( precipitated from the ON Rock : which he had preferyed, 2s the laſt ſtake of his ingrateful People , and 
oy were the Diſcaſcs of this infant Commonwealth, all in the firſt Book of Florus whilſt Italy was ſcarce yer feb- 

ned. _w 

But all this whilethe Comes (being Warlike, well Arm'd gnd diſciplined,) proſpered in their VVars though 
ſlowly, for they were five hundred years in fubdying Faly. 

African were wotlt- 


Bur their next quarel beings 1 the great Cathagiman Common-VVealth, thoſe eſhn inate 
cd by Sea and Land, and juſtled put of Sicily; Serdinie, and almoſt all Shen, till the great Hamnbel General of 
the Carthaginians, entertainin ggreat Bodys of Gaules and Spaniſh Horſe,beat them in four fer Battails, and hadruin'd 
them, ifhis faftious Common-wealth had not retarded his ſupplys, to purfue his Yiftory whilſt the Xomans were 

ng ch.,. Hamibal Was forced to ſhip his 


dejected, but they recovered and beat his ſupplys , 'and then 


Foot and leave his Victorious and was in ns et ubdued. 
So that Africa fell into their 2s eaſily as the Effeminate Aſiarigues afterwards did, ſo ——— 
of thoſe two parts of the World in two years, (with ſome pieces in Exrope was not ſo ſtrange as Florus 


But 1 pretend not to VVrite their Hiſtory , but only for a Hint that there great VVars kept the more 


' united at Home. 


For to return to-my Undertaking, the thirteenth Chapter of the third Book of Floras,telk us plainly, that the 
Power of the Tribunes of the People, was the ſourſe and cauſe of the Seditions of the Multitude, 

For they being well deſigned asOrators and Advocates for their Preſervation, ſought;to increaſe their Authority, 
and Favour, by propoſing plauſible Laws in their behalf, 

1. Asfor the dividing of __ and _—_ for their Uſe. 

2, The giving awa CER poorer Citizens. FO ; 

3- And tiy-reduckng Cauſes Publick and Private to their Juicatare. | 
All theſe had ſhes of Juſtice, for what IRE Bn that the People, ſlould recover their 
ONE ee tors. 7 PMN gs 

And -that they injoying the Government of Provinces, the Knights might ſuſtain theig Dignities , by 'o 
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Sylla and the Senate, but though both were 
But Mariwre out of Africk,, 
 M to Oftia and 
tors and chi 


7 SFSS 
(fays my Author) tended to the! 
Treaſvre, and waſted 


v MM 6 


inſt FF | 
DS) 


with pretence that he wanted aDiadem, 
ſtroyers, for they gave him no A 
_ In the next Chapter his Brother 


" But one of the Tribunes oppoſed him, and they firſt kill<d his Friends, and the Conſul Opimize Maſſacred | 


The ſixteenth Chapter third Book, tells us that notwithſtanding this Aprielus Sarxrninus fupported by the Ge: 
neral Marizs, always an Enemy of the Noble renewed the quarrel of the Gracchi, Afarins cauſed Amiins the 
Compeditor of Sqrurnims to be publickly Mnrdered, they forcibly ſubſtiruted a new Tribune another Gracchus, 
2 mean Man : but Sets forced the Senate to pals the Laws of the Grarchn, thrcarningrto deptive the Oppoſers 
the uſe of Fireand Water. a4 TE TN be | 
This $4 «rninzs continned his Uſurpation.ree years, was choſen Conful, cauſed his Collogue Caius Memmins to 
be Murdered, to ſubſtitute one Glaxcres aryinftrument of his Civility in his Room, but the Senare at laſt was ſo lvi- 
rated at his Outragss and Aarins forſaking him, and Bandying againſt him their Forces, made him flye eo the 
Capitol, bur beleaguering him there, and cutring off his Water, he Capitul ated, Submitted, and ſeemed Penitent, 
and was admitted into the Senate Houſe, where the people (whoſe Laws he had aſſerted) broke in forcibly upon 


\ him, and after an afault with Cudgels, and other Inſtruments of Indignation, they Tore and Cut him to pot | 
and 


But at laſt the Laws of the Gracch; were eſtabliſhed, by new Violencies, the power of the Senate a 

that of the Knights ſo exalted, tbat they had the Lives and Fortunes of the Senate, Pevple, and Nobility-at _ 
their deſpoſe : ſeized the publick Revenues, and all 7raly fell into Rebellion, which the Romer: at laſt withmuch - 
Blood aud hazard quenched, as appears in the 17th and t$th Chapters of the third Book, ard it allo appears: 
rbat theſe Diviſions between Senate and Tribunes gave Courage to the very Slaves to Rebel againſt thei Matere® ; 


in the following Chapter. | ; | Fs Dy 
And this was the natural and Club-Law of this Free-Comman-wealth, mixt Governmet where 
my Lords, the People could never agree with their own Truſtees, longer than their Common Enemies obliged 
thera, but ny were the begi AC Bk Miſes, ths People wy bes wh rand bare Ne r->. rg 
deſigned to e property, butl fear n any great Kingdome or Empire it does neceſſarily deſtroy +ir, 
- wk 7 the21 Cha er of the third Book of Florws Marin a Popular General of Amrovks d by 
Sulpitions the Tribune of the People pro his own EleCtion by then, to go fight 
the Commiſſion, and was ſuccesfully imployed before him by the 
Bur Syllanot ..ble to indure this injury, returns with his Army 
ibes Mari hisParty and he hardly eſcape 
/ Bus Cinna and Oftevixs being Conſuls , they div 


—_ had alſo a 
"13 be next ill effect 
ina " 

Notwithſtanding the Romans Victory vvet the Ufurping Cataline, which feemed to have reſttied their Common- 

wealth by the good Condutt of Cicero, the wiſe and 1 ho Conſul, Cars and other bold Senators, yet the 
Werld was grown ſo wet of our weak and faftivus Government, with the bloody miſchiefs it produced, that 

there was a contititied ſuc of Uſurpers on ir. js 

\ For the ſecond Chapter of the fourth Book of Florw, tells us, That Pompey, Caſar aud Craſſus, uniting them- 
, that without any Blobdlhed; th vern- 


{elves together did {0 ovet-awe the 7ealow Senate and People of R ; they = 
ed as three —_— ten years together, but Craſſus being ſlain in the Parchias War, and 7alis the Daughter of © 
Leſar, and Wife of Pompey, dying a the Link of the Triumvirat was broken and Ceſar and Pompey, _ of 
aimed at Soveraign Power , were now to diſpute for the great Stake of the World together, Ce/ar had fewer | 
Nations, andleſs numerous Forces to follow him, but having made only the difficult Conqueſt of Gaul and Gers 
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-Nations united to. his-jnvincible- Conrage, Conduft and.Fortune migh&- _ 
reſt of the World, his ſucceſs anſwerred his expeCtation, for he beat tar wi #1 
drove him and the Senate together out of 7raly ; and at Pharſalia made the Vitto- 
- his perſonal Valour got more: dithcult . Viftories of his Woarlike Enemy in 


_ many for the Romans 4 te kne 


ive a bold Defiance, to al 
L x and fubdu'd 


og 

4 rious Pompey HY an 

| Afi rick, and Spain, ol returned [Tiumphant to Rome, / > 

4 But Brutus and Caſſus ambitious to reſtore their Common-wealth, cut down Ceſar, the greateſt and gallant 

Uſurper that ever. lived in . the Senate, and - Pompey being Dead before him , one would have thought that th 

Common-wealth of Rome muſt have been reſtored. | Es 

p But the dead Ca/ar had more Friends than the living Senate, The People of Rome were grown fa 

| weary of the Miſeries of their own exorbitant Tower , that Brzras and Caſſius: were forced to fly from 

© | _. Rome, to other Natious, ..to. raile an Army to recover their laſt Common-wealth. 

b | But the Major part of the Romans fought againſt them and their Old Government, and beat them unde 

| their Condutt-of. Auguſtus Cefar and Antbapy, ard ſo ended this prodigious Common-wealth. 2 

3 Auguſtns Anthony, and  Lepians , afrerwards ſet up a moſt Bloody Triumvirat , deſtroying by Proſcripri- 

6: on all -the.. adverſe Fatlion,, and: all that had Powe: or Wealth to hurt them ; and Auguſtus was the 

47 Cruelleſt of the three, whilſt he could lay the Faults upon his Colleagues ; but when he prevailed vpon 

them both , and became. ſole Emperoury He proved a Wiſe , Tuſt and Merciful Prince; which is FR hen 

to me that the Abſolute Government of many Intereſts or Rulers in an Ariſtocracy!, is a greater 'Ty- 

ranny and Oppreflion. then -fingle Perſons: commonly =s Wy ; 

" But ſome wicked j 7 prey ſucceeded , and at laſt the Armies Uſurped upon them , ſold” arid ir- 

| dered them at Pleaſure till their Variety of-EleCtions brought the Empire to decay ; but the great Conſt antir 

P Vitorious over them all ( though he advanced Chriſtianity ) quite Ruined the Empire, .by dividing it into Ea- 

3 ſtern and Weſtern. | > #39 
By all which it appears , That EleCtive Empires, Uſurping Powers, and Faftious Common-wealths, will 

be Governed and ruined by their or Forraign Armies ; which makes flie World affe&t Hereditary Crowns; ' 

And now I ſhall add, ſome brief Comments. of my own ,-on this Hiſtorical Pamphlet ,, or Epitomy of the 

E Roman Government When they threw off Kings., they made the moſt careful Provifion againſt Oppreſion 

's and Cruelty ; that a moſt Ingenious People could do; for they choſe two Conſuls , left one ſhould Uſurp 

E or Tyranize ; and leſt time ſhould give them tco much power to Combine together ; they made a yearly 


* 
. 
+ 
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Relatign-r Change of thoſe two chief Magiſtrates and yet farther , to ſerve all on that ſide, they made 
| Appeals from tlie:r Sentences to the Pcople as the ſupream Power. | | | 
| But they could not make ſach an Annual Rotation or Alteration in the whole Body of the Senate 'or 
: Council of.State, for if that Power be not fixed in known wiſe Perſoas improved by” Praftice and Experi. 
; ence,., a& Treaties of War and Peace could go 09, no privat?2 Leagies of weaker Nations agaiaſt a ſtrong- 
; er; or Intelligence from|Forrain Counſels could he had , for it cannot be rhonght where Mens Lives and 

Fortunes depends upon Secrecy ; that they will, truſt new Miniſters of State ' every year; who come in igno- 
; rant of the paſt Correſpondances and 'Franfa?tions, nor can the Executive power 'of a Nation , betray Se- 
iving 4 publick Account to the Legiflative power ; and if the Romans had not Lodg'd the Sa- 
&r, und aſt Appeals to themſelves , they had ſet up an 'Ariſtocracy , or Confederacy of "many 
Families, with rheir Kindred, Friends and Relation to them. Bur they did not confidet that 
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ci 


| the t fort of the people is the greateſt nunmver, anl that they mutt _neczllarily *turn Levellers for 
| pro meg Reden. TEE "- 
; The "het is becauſe "they want what other Men have : And the” other, becauſe none can Uſurp 
; | their Government but Rich men. | | "Y & A UT 
| ' ___ And, thereſore- all Indaftrious men, that have gotten Eſtates muſt -be taken' "down, to 'the de- 
; ſtraton of all " Traftick and Induſtry, for who will Labour for -others to take their gains*'from 
; | them.. _ | | 1 


| * This having been the practiſe of the Roman Commonwealth, and the reaſons ſeeming apparent, that all 
eat. Nations repleniſhment” with poor People wlll doe” the fame by themſelves or "Truſtees, I miiſt Con: 


brick,” ſince we 


but .ſhall never agree on a_new Building though Our" potent Enemies ſhould let us alone. 
-* And this was too evident in Our own Governing 


ECL 2 ls SS ern! 


| the .Kivg, the peoples Truſtees the Commons de depoſed 

$3 and Fortunes by their Vores , as a perpetual | ical 'T 

«a Triennial Succeſſion of Parliaments. as much as the | Land, tf | 

— — "lieywere' firſt” Weeded 20d; then; Reoted out by their ''own Arty ; ''by which that 

2n det erty and Poverty, as well as the: People themfelyes con 

G "when once the Rule of the Law is | 

4 Governed © as the Romans Army 

Tm to. the ancient; La\ Government of the Nation, 

| 1.1 ; | Ti 7 
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